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Epiphany is one of the most important Christian festivals, as it shows how God comes to His people and reveals His salvation to the world. The word Epiphany comes from the Greek word “epiphaneia”, which means "appearance" or "manifestation". The Epiphany celebrates the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist in the River Jordan.

In Greece it is also called the "Phōta" (Greek: Φώτα, "Lights") and customs include the Great Blessing of the Waters. It marks the cleansing of the seas  from "kalikántzaroi", the goblins that try to torment God-fearing Christians through the festive season. At this ceremony, a cross is thrown into the water, and the men try to get it for good luck. The man who gets it first, swims back and he is considered to be blessed throughout the year.
